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Acts 16:27-34
“And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell 
down before Paul and Silas, and said, ‘Men what must I do to be saved?’ And 
they said, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.’ And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all that 
were in the house. And the jailer took them the same hour of the night, and 
washed their wounds, and he was baptized at once, with all his family. Then 
he brought them up into his house, and set food before the, and he rejoiced 
with all his household that he had believed in God.”

Friends in Christ:

Jesus often used parables as a teaching devise to effectively communicate a point He wanted to 
make in His preaching.  I want to begin this morning with a parable called: The Little Life-Saving 
Station. 

On a dangerous sea coast where shipwrecks often occurred was a crude little life-saving station. 
The building was small and plain, and there was just two little life-saving boats…but the small 
group of people who had a strong desire to save lives…kept a constant vigil. Day and night – with 
no thought for themselves – they would go out and rescue the lost and the shipwrecked. One by 
one, lives were saved by this tiny band of faithful people.

Gradually some who had been rescued and some from the surrounding community became 
interested in joining the life-saving station group. More and more people became involved in giving 
their time and money for the support of this work. The little life-saving station began to grow.

Soon some in the group became dissatisfied with the size and condition of the life-saving station 
building. They thought a more comfortable place should be built. So they did. They built a large new 
building and decorated it with expensive furnishings. In fact it was decorated so exquisitely that it 
began to look more like a fancy club than a life-saving station. They even had a hand carved 
miniature life boat set up in the middle of the building where they would have their elaborate 
initiation rites for new members.

Gradually, more and more, there were all kinds of activities going on that didn’t have anything to 
do with life-saving. In fact, almost everyone got so involved in these activities,  that they decided to 
hire a full-time person to do the life saving for them.

About that time there was a terrible ship-wreck that involved a large number of people. The paid, 
full-time life saver and a couple of others from the group, hurried out in their boats to do what 
they could. But many of those involved in the ship wreck unfortunately drowned in the sea.
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Those that the hired crew were able to bring in were cold and wet…and they had a lot of mud on 
their shoes. The carpeting in the entrance of the club got messed up. Well, the Property 
Committee had a special meeting and decided to build separate quarters outside the main 
building, where the ship-wrecked victims were required to get cleaned up before they were 
allowed in.

Finally at one of the meetings of the general membership, a split developed amongst the members. 
Some wanted to stop life-saving activities because it got in the way of the social life of the club. 
Others, however, pointed out that the group was drifting away from the very purpose for which 
they had existed…and that was to save ship-wrecked people.

Well those who wanted to continue saving lives…were voted down. They were told that if they 
wanted to continue doing life-saving work…they should build another place down the coast line a 
way…which they did.

As the years went by, the same thing happened to that new station. It evolved into a social club and 
another new life-saving station was formed down the coast.

If you’d visit that coastline today, you’d see many exclusive clubs, up and down the coast-line…and 
one little band of people busy doing life-saving. Shipwrecks continue to happen regularly, but most 
of them simply drown and die in the sea. End of parable.

Well, I know there are many applications we could draw from this parable. I’m sure a number were 
popping into your mind as we went along.

But this one, I think, is central and crucial for us to remember: the main purpose of us as a 
congregation…is to be involved in life-saving…to be throwing out the Life Saver of the Gospel; to 
be getting out the invitation of our Lord Jesus! “Come unto Me all of you who are heavy laden and 
I will give you rest.”

The news of God’s grace  through the Life Saver, our Lord Jesus, offers forgiveness and life and 
peace. God wants everyone to have that. But the inviting and the telling and the witnessing often 
doesn’t get done…for many reasons. Perhaps the most common being that we are afraid – afraid 
we won’t say the right thing in just the right way – afraid that we’ll get stumped on a Bible 
question – afraid that we’ll be embarrassed.

Did you ever notice in the Bible there isn’t a pat formula to memorize to be spoken in the same 
way by every  Christian. No, God’s  Spirit works as different people say it in different ways. Peter, 
Paul, and John were all Apostles. But each talks about Jesus differently. Paul’s background was 
formal schooling and training in religious law. He talks about acquittal, atonement, righteousness, 
and justification. John’s background was altogether different. He had no formal education so he 
doesn’t use formal words. His Gospel witness speaks of life-related words like: bread, water, 
shepherd and sheep, vine and branches. But both tell us the Good News of repentance, 
forgiveness, and new life in Christ.

Look at witnessing this way: Think of the last gift that you got; the last gift you got from someone. 
Let’s say someone who really loves you surprises you with an all-expenses paid trip to Hawaii. 
How hard would it be for you to tell someone about that gift you got? Would you be excited? Yes. 
Would it be easy to do? Sure. Would you be arguing? No. That’s witnessing. We simply talk about 
the awesome gift God’s given us in His Son Jesus Christ. 
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Or let’s say you lost your job and were devastated. But now looking back you see how God was 
with you through it all. You quietly relate that to someone who asks you how in the world you 
were able to bear up under it all. That’s witnessing.

When someone’s celebrating an anniversary don’t just say “congratulations.” You say, “I thank God 
for all His blessings to you.” When you’re helping someone celebrate a birthday, you sing not only, 
“Happy birthday to you” but the “God’s blessings to you” verse, too. That’s witnessing. When 
you’re eating at work or at school or in a restaurant, you quietly bow your head for a moment of 
quiet prayer. That’s witnessing. It’s something we can all do: no formal training required.

One pastor puts it this way, “Moments for witness seldom can be artificially manufactured. But 
certain moments do present themselves consistently as opportune: a crisis, a recovery from illness 
or surgery, an advancement, a birthday, an anniversary, a happy outcome, a victory – these are ripe 
times to let the saving Name be named and the glory given to Him to Whom all glory belongs.”

In our text a prison was turned into a Life Saving Station for the jailer and his family. God gave 
them the opportunity through Paul and Silas to hear His offer of grace. God’s Spirit gave them the 
faith to believe it. God welcomed them into His family. The jailer and his family responded 
immediately. They were new people with a new life. Paul and Silas had wounds. The jailer, it says, 
bound up those wounds. Paul and Silas were hungry. The jailer and his family opened their home to 
them. Verse 34 of Acts 16: “He brought Paul and Silas into his house and set a meal before them. 
How he and his household rejoiced because all were now believers!”

This morning then we recommit ourselves to continue to be what we are: as individuals…people 
who throw out the Life Saver – as a congregation…a Lifesaving Station. 

Let’s do it with boldness and joy…for Jesus sake. 

Amen.
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